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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

180

Name(s) of African providing account:

Tomás Mandinga = Tom

Date account recorded:

1825

Date account first published:

1996

Date of entry creation or last update:

20 September 2021

Source:
English translation of confession printed on p. 171-174 in VOICES OF THE
ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited by
Gloria García Rodríguez. Translated by Nancy L. Westrate. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by
permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org.

Comments:

None

Text of Account:
English translation –
p. 171
Confession of Tom or Tomás Mandinga, over twenty-five years old, slave on the cafetal La Yaba
owned by Juan Fouquier.
. . . long before [the insurrection] took place, Lorenzo de Sateliens would come by every Sunday,
urging them to join in his scheme to rise up and kill all the whites, arguing that they were fed up
and did not want to work anymore. All the slaves on the farm where he lived pledged themselves
to the undertaking and agreed that he would contact them about the date. Lorenzo added that
they could count on all the slaves belonging to Sabanazo and, according to Cristóbal, the
contramayoral, those from other farms as well. He was going to be one of the captains, along
with Federico, who was owned by the Armitages. They both were brujos and were busy
concocting some special charms that would harm only whites and not affect the slaves. Lorenzo
came about a month before the uprising, returning frequently, continually fine-tuning the plan
and monitoring its progress. Federico came along, toting a sack of yams and a jug of cane liquor.
They said that they had come from Taylor’s house, where they had worked on the scheme. They
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used the yams as a pretext, telling their masters that they had gone to buy them so as to account
for their absences and prevent their masters from becoming suspicious. On that day they met for
a while, and everyone drank the cane liquor that they had brought with them. Lorenzo added that
Pablo de Tosca was a captain, and, because he frequently would go to Matanzas, he was charged
with acquiring the bullets and gunpowder,
p. 172
as he effectively was doing. On another of his trips, Lorenzo revealed that the uprising would be
soon, all was ready, and showed them some of the new lead bullets that he said were just like the
ones that Pablo was bringing. Pablo did not speak to them about the plan, even though he often
went to the deponent’s house to court Josefa, a native-born black woman. That same day he told
Lorenzo and Federico not to work in their garden plots . . . that they should go ahead and eat
their hens and whatever else they had on hand, for once war came, all would be lost. The slaves
on Satrán del Sabanazo, Gómez, Peletier, and others already had done so. The uprising took
place Tuesday night, just days after that Sunday when Lorenzo warned that the outbreak of
hostilities was imminent. Lorenzo and Federico led the slaves from Satrán del Sabanazo, Gómez,
Sateliens, Pancho Lima, and other farms he never had heard of. The rebels called at his house.
He did not know what was going on until his wife called him and he immediately went out, not
even taking the time to put on his breeches. That was when he realized that the slaves had
surrounded his house and were creating an uproar. Some slaves were attempting to quiet the
mutineers, so that the whites did not hear them and get up. Just then, he heard some rebels
breaking down the door to his master’s big house. The house slaves inside kept insisting to those
outside that it would be better to start somewhere else, and that they would follow later. They
said this so that their master could escape in the interval. They [the rebels] refused. There were a
great many slaves everywhere, milling about in complete chaos, working at crosspurposes. That
was when he heard the wails of his mistress. As shotgun blasts were fired, the deponent ran over
to his mistress. He saw slaves swarming over the entire big house. They already had killed the
master. The deponent attempted to signal his mistress to quit the house, but she could not see
him for the horde. At this, his mistress was able to escape with the slave woman Petrona. The
slaves began to rummage the house, looking for weapons and munitions. The deponent entered
and told them not to touch the crystal and the porcelain, and they obeyed. And in the course of
the sacking, he noticed that Guillermo and Miguel, his fellow slaves, and Leisi, along with others
he cannot recall, did the bulk of the looting. When the deponent was asked whether Lorenzo and
Federico had told them who had devised the scheme to go to war, he said that it was no less than
Lorenzo, Federico, and Pablo de Tosca. It was they who had laid the plans for war, and they
alone. They originated the idea, or talked it up, and carried it out. He did not know of any other
persons who were involved . . . They inquired who was responsible for the deaths and other
destruction
p. 173
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in the course of the war. He replied that afterward they continued on to Paire’s house, that they
already had attacked him, and that José María de Fouquier grabbed him by the hand and gave it
to him. He does not know who might have killed Paire’s son or Monsuit either, although he
heard that Lorenzo did it. Afterward, they went to Tosca’s house. When they got there, they
found Pablo, who had two horses with him and was looking for corn. They admonished him for
his actions. How could he, a captain, run off and leave them? The war had begun, and he should
come with them because everything was his idea in the first place. Then Pablo left the horses and
set off toward the big house with all the rebels in tow. When Pablo arrived at the big house, he
entered, feigned surprise, and approached his mistress, “Miss, the slaves are coming to kill the
whites.” With that, the woman hid herself and ordered Pablo to see that they did her no harm.
Just then, one of Tosca’s former shipmates who was owned by Sabanzo covered him with a gun,
enabling him to escape. Immediately, Pablo began to ransack the big house, distributing any
weapons and munitions that he found to the others, breaking open a small keg of gunpowder
belonging to his master and allotting portions. After plundering the big house, Pablo took the
powder horn, a blunderbuss, and a saber, mounted his master’s honey-colored horse, and left
along with everyone else, going off toward the Morejón house. There they set fire to the factory
buildings [as a diversion], because they were afraid of the whites there in the big house and
expected them to take flight once they saw the fire. The deponent saw Pablo set fire to a coffee
bean shelter, and Pablo ordered the deponent off to set fire to the coffee mill. The deponent did
it, because he was afraid of Pablo. Just then, they heard someone moaning, and they all hurried
toward the tavern, only to realize that a white youth had been killed. They went on to the
Webster cafetal, where they found the slaves assembling and their master. As the rebels came in,
the slaves joined them. At this point, Lorenzo shot the master. Later, Felipe de Fouquier told him
that he had killed Monsieur Batle. The deponent went at once to where Batle already lay dead
and struck him several blows, all the slaves and the rebels following suit. From there, they set out
for the Arce tavern, passing other coffee plantations along the way and ransacking a house. At
this point, the whites fell upon them, and they divided up into groups. One band went off toward
the Chapeaux and Taylor cafetals, where they killed two people. Roberto killed a mason named
Mirson who worked at the Chapeaux house. Cristóbal, the contramayoral on the Taylor coffee
plantation and one of the leaders who had counseled for war, killed a white man, an American.
p. 174:
Although the deponent did not witness these deaths, Isidoro and others told him all about it at the
time. The prisoners spoke of it right there, in the very jail where they were being held, all of
them swearing never to reveal the truth. After the scene at the Arce tavern, where they were
routed, the deponent hid himself out in the scrub, later turning up at his house, where they
apprehended him.
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